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When a group of Muslim Brotherhood young cadres publicly conducted a military and combat parade in Azhar University in Cairo, I couldn't help but remember the military parades conducted by Islamic movements like Hezbollah and Hamas.

The Brotherhood's tendency to pass itself off as a 'militia' is an indication of a desire by its leadership and figureheads to emphasise the group's meticulous organization and its abilities, intimidate the government and sideline the security authorities, with a message touted by the group as 'peaceful', while it is in fact more like a 'flexing of muscles'.

Accordingly, the reaction of the Egyptian security apparatus to conduct arrest campaigns among the ranks of this group, which nurtured al-Qaeda's number two, Aiman al-Zawahri, was almost an inevitable measure needed to curb the recalcitrance of these youths and respond to their attempts to break the law. It also served as a deterrent to those recruiting them and brainwashing them with militant ideology, and training them to conduct this show of force in public.

According to the Egyptian Ministry of Interior, information made available by the State Security Service suggests that the Muslim Brotherhood and elements of the student movement at Azhar University have entered a dangerous phase, characterized by the incitement of riots inside the university campus, and imposing illegal actions on campus.

The depiction of the Brotherhood's recent actions as a dangerous phase by the State Security Service further indicates that the group is readying itself for the resumption of military training. This assumption is underlined by the arrest of the group's deputy spiritual leader and a number of Azhar university faculty staff.

What makes these military drills more alarming is the statement by the group's spiritual leader, Mahdi Attef, in which he said that he was "not intimidated by the arrests," and that he has nothing to fear at his old age, and that he was ready to be arrested like the rest.

Attef's statements in response to the official statement by the Egyptian ministry of interior proves that the Brotherhood's cadres has prepared a plan to mobilize the student population and incite it to carry out demonstrations with the purpose of undermining the regime and break the law.

According to reports by the Egyptian security apparatus, it is becoming obvious that students with affiliation to the group have been recruited and have received martial arts training, supplied with sticks, metal chains, and were tasked with starting sit-ins, demonstrations and riots, aimed to sabotage public utilities as well as private property.

The military parade, the wearing of uniforms, displaying the phrase, 'We Will be Steadfast', and the drills involving combative sports, betray the group's intent to plan for the creation of militia structures, and a return by the group to the era of 'secret cells'.

Therefore, the Egyptian Ministry of Interior's vigilance and alertness and its surveillance of the movements of these student elements and their sponsors, from the ranks of the group's top cadres within and without the university acting on credible information that the group did enter a dangerous phase, deserves to be applauded.

I believe the Brotherhood's leadership were better off first condemning the student parade and actions before announcing its condemnation of the security clampdown on the students and the university professors, even if this was impossible since the intent of the move was obvious by the virtue of the military nature of the parade, the students' black combat uniforms, and their masked faces, in addition to the violent nature of the performed sport drills.

Furthermore, statements by senior group member, Essam Al Arian to Al Jazeerah satellite network, who said the arrested students were protesting the expulsion of their fellow students, and the reprimanding of professor affiliated with the group, came as an admission and a confirmation of the group's intentions.

Arian's statements warrant the following question: If the group was really demanding reforms through peaceful means as claimed by Arian, can peacefulness and reforms be achieved through muscle flexing, military and combat training, and masking the faces of the students, and inciting riots through protests, or by contacting the concerned authorities, and seeking justice through the court and legal systems?

As a matter of fact, this development comes as a clear Brotherhood announcement that the group is capable of acting and reacting to developments, and by these demonstrations, it is seeking to deliver a news flash that says: "The group is still out there, and is capable of military action, recruitment of new elements, military training and mobilization."

It is a well know fact that the Muslim Brotherhood is one of the largest Islamic groups in modern times, since it was founded in 1928 by Hassan Al Bana. It has also been established that the group maintains a presence in Arab and non-Arab countries.

Given the groups history of assassinations and its tendency to resort to violence, I believe that the goup's public power display represents a kind of coded message to awaken sleeping cells within Egypt and abroad.

